February 2013

Dear Patti, Elaine, Ilene and Lisa

Henry Adams said: "A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where his influence stops." And Karl Menninger said: "What the teacher is, is more important than what he teaches."

Both quotes are perfect to describe the four of you and the incredible journey you took us on these last five days. As Adams said- you affected us, and in a most incredible way. We can't wait to go back to the clinics, schools and life in general, and put your techniques to use. And so- your influence will continue to affect our professional lives, our patients, their families and hopefully our colleagues as well.

And as Menninger said- you didn’t just teach us a new approach. It's how you taught it and who you are that makes the difference. Each of you is an amazing person- you are kind, caring, fun, patient, knowledgeable, and so respectful of each other and of us. The techniques and the approach you taught us will live on forever. But the way you taught us, and the cooperation amongst the four of you while doing so, will stick with us just as much and even more, reinforcing our appreciation for the AVC approach.

Thank you so much for coming to Israel to pass on Ingrid's approach and doctrine and to share your knowledge and experience with us. You've opened our eyes to a new approach, which each of us was able to learn from. 

And one last quote from Robert Frost: "There are two kinds of teachers: the kind that fill you with so much quail shot that you can't move, and the kind that just gives you a little prod behind and you jump to the skies.” Thank you for being the latter (
Have a safe flight back (don't forget to make sure the pilot lifts off from the SsC!) and know you've made a difference in each of us (as the next page will show).

With much appreciation and respect,

The first Israeli AVC  Movement Potentials class
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In our words…

Lisa: wonderful lecturer and good teacher, adored by patients, gets us and knows what we need to reinforce and repeat and practice. You have a wonderful soul and energy.

Elaine: I like the way you laugh. I like how easily you moved and make the technique seem ever so much easier (
Ilene: wonderful that you find the place to connect between the general motor activity and oral-motor and language functions. I liked the look in your eyes that can send a loving message through them.

Patti: I liked your shyness and the softness in which you act. I liked the way you took the time to trouble shoot on potential patient problems. 

And to all of you:

The course enabled me to think about movement in a different, "softer" way then before. The emphasis on light touch is something I hope to continue implementing in the future.

Thank you so so much! You are full of knowledge and good handling, as well as great personalities and good spirits. This course was so interesting and fun that I would like to attend it for another few weeks… I'm looking forward to practicing with my patients already. Thank you, i think I'm going to fall in love with the method!

This course taught me to respect, walk with, wait, understand, activity and direction and SCC!

Thank you for helping me be a better therapist.
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In this course I learnt how soft little movement leads to big waves in another field.

Too good to be true. And it actually works (I'm having second thoughts about my treatment till now…). Great instructors who are inspiring and rare in their devotion to the understanding of the class. Thank you!

It was interesting to learn a new approach to treating babies and rediscovering the power of physical therapy.

Thank you for a course that teaches, enriches and contributes so much. I learnt to take the time, and give it back to the child. To look, touch, not rush and treat. Thank you and I hope to see you soon!

I was very impressed from the gentleness, the modesty of the lecturers, the desire to explain and help. The course gave me a different perspective of treatment and I enjoyed seeing how it works.

The course taught me to work inside the base of support, at first to give input in a position where the child is, without changing the direction.

The course gave me a different perspective in treatment and therapy with children and babies. Especially the idea of working with the child and not against him, for his own good…

I enjoyed learning another therapist and patient friendly approach. Can't wait to use it on the children… thank you!

The course clarified and emphasized the need for deep observing before determining goals, and the slowness of our movements as a way to affect the child.

Thank you for giving us a new and interesting  perspective, and for the option to see such professional teamwork.

Although I've had many years of experience, it is very nice to be privileged to see things in a slightly different way - to observe the child, the difficulties and the abilities in a new way.

Thank you for a fascinating course. The information and concepts were very clearly presented. It was incredible the way such a small touch can have such a profound effect and this gave me a while new outlook on assessment and treatment.

Thank you for teaching us to slow down and treat gently and with much patience.

I think that after this course life will not seem the same to me- not just because of the new knowledge I got but also because of the new tools that you taught me to practice in my life.

Thank you for being so patient, because this method really needs us to be patient.

Look, wait, play, touch, move… so basic and yet so different from now on. Thank you for a wonderful course, for your patience and your teaching. I hope to meet you in an advanced course.
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I really enjoyed this course. It gave me a totally new perspective and way to approach a child. The instructors were very approachable and helpful, always trying to be as clear as possible. 
I learnt a new way to analyze movement and a technique to encourage more efficient movement while listening and encouraging initiation and problem solving by the child.

We learned that the SSC is not just a surface we lean on but a surface to activate upon. It enhanced our concept of working with children within their range of comfort, enjoyment and initiation. Plus we were able to appreciate the cooperation and mutual respect we saw between our teachers. 
